Meeting of both parish councils took place on Monday, April 12th, 2010 at the St. John school.
 

*Financials were shared and will be in the bulletin soon.  The church's fiscal year runs July-June.
*Liturgy newsletters & schedules for April & May wee done and handed out.
*Deacon Bob is witing for the letter of assignment by the Archbishop for a new Sacramental Minister for our parishes.
*Once a Sacramental Minister is assigned we should be able to have confession in between Sunday morning massses.
*Since the visiting priests are correctly doing Opening Prayers & Prayers after Communion from the residers chair during masses Deacon Bob is looking into wireless mic systems.  He'll be checking pricing/availability with Jim Reeder at Downtown Sound.
*St. Benedict will be having an open parish council meeting on Monday April 19th @ 7pm @ St. Benedict in preparing for elections pertaining to their parish council.
*St. John will also have an open parish council meeting on Thursday April 27th @ 7pm in the school basement.  Other individual parish concerns and items will be discussed at these meetings.
*Discussion on bi-laws of the 2 parish councils were gone over with some clarifying was done.
*On Sunday June 6th Mary Jo Walter will speak at mass on a mission appeal.
*On April 21st Catholic Mutual will be making their annual inspection visits to 4 local churches including St. John & St. Benedict.
*Deacon Bob shared he was invited to a Process Planning Initiative meeting to be held Thursday April 22nd.  Bob is pushing for a local Saturday night mass.  The need is very there, and he will bring that to the leadership team.  Everyone is still encouraged to contact the Archdiocese with feedback on this planning initiative.  Fr Troy Pryzbilla is the Deanery 7 contact.  Email him and send him letters as to our concerns for our area.
*Starting Wednesday April 21st there will be a Word Communion held at St. John's @ 5:30pm.  Deacon Bob will be presiding.
*Both parish councils approved an upgrade to the phone service at St. John to include wireless internet to aid in Deacon Bob's office work for our parishes.  The Bevcomm phone bill will go from $40 - $100 per month.
*It was recommended that the finance committee discuss how the paying of bills is done between the 2 parishes.
*The discussion of what to do with Father Elgar's remaining belongings was tabled until the next combined meeting.
*The next combined meeting of the councils will be Monday May 10th, 2010.
 

Announcements
There will now be a Word Service every Wednesday at 5:30pm at St. John's.
 

Each parish council is holding open meetings on their own in the next 2 weeks to deal with individual parish items...........St. Ben's - 7pm 4/19/10 @St. Ben's church...........St. John's - 7pm 4/27/10 @ St. John's school
 

Financials will be coming out for both parishes in a near future bulletin.
 

The next combined parish councils meeting will take place on Monday May 10th, 2010.
 





Closed Meeting of trustees, parish councils, and Deacon Bob Wagner took place on Saturday March 20, 2010 at St. John church.
 

There will be a bulletin attachment this weekend of the Archbishop's letter assigning Deacon Wagner to our parishes.  He will be employed 20 hours a week for both parishes total.  The schedule for Holy Week masses will be in the bulletin on the weekend of Palm Sunday.  The urgency of scheduling priests for the spring sacraments was shared.  In the back of our churches will be a handout of Deacon Bob's credentials.
 





Meeting of trustees, parish councils, and cemetery groups took place on Monday, March 15, 2010 at the St. John school.
 

*The IPLA (Interm Parish Life Administrator) has been assigned by the Archbishop.  The councils will be having an introduction meeting with the deacon this week.
*Discussion on what our parishes priest needs are for Holy Week, First Communion, and Confirmation Recognition - higher priority for priests/masses are due in these cases.
*St. Benedict is organizing their cemetery board information.
*Discussion on a prayer service only in the case of emergency on a Sunday; Diane Weckman is going to contact Archdiocese to see what is recommended.
*The question of what a parish's expenditure limit is without contacting the Archdiocese was brought up.
*The cost of visiting priest was discussed.  Carol Weiers was able to give these figures.
*Parish council members shared that we want to still help families with children attending Catholic schools.  There are currently 18 children between our 2 parishes that attend a Catholic school.
*Linda Rynda has volunteered to be the new lead Sacristy person for St. John. Terry Holzer is for St. Benedict.  3-4 volunteers will be aiding in keeping the churches clean & organized.
*Once our parishes are settled again there will be elections for parish council members.
*The St. John cemetery board is putting out notice that plot fees will be going up in cost.  On July 1, 2010 a plot will cost $200 instead of $75.  John Giesen is the contact if interested in buying a plot.
*The Friars are furnishing Father Elgar's headstone for our cemetery.
*Ed Prokes is donating an archway with bench for the St. John cemetery for a meditation/prayer area.
*The decision was made to have the school open at St. John school for bathroom use during masses.
*New rules in renting out St. John school hall were announced and start immediately.  Upon renting the hall a $50 damage refundable deposit is needed.  A certificate of insurance must be turned in - this is something a person can get for free by contacting their homeowners insurance office.  The rental fee will be increasing also. 
 

Announcements
We have approval by the Archbishop of an IPLA effective immediately- intern parish life administrator, Deacon Bob Wagner.

 

Fees for costs of cemetery plots and School Hall rental will be changing.  Watch for official announcements at masses and in the bulletin this spring.  Patty Giesen is the new contact for renting the school hall at St. John's.

 

Another meeting will be scheduled for April.

 





Meeting of trustees, parish councils, and finance groups took place on Tuesday, February 2, 2010 at the St. John school.

Everyone agreed Father Elgar's wake & funeral was a good tribute to his life. 
The councils want everyone to understand the importance of our parishes' connection.  Our goals are to remain stable in all aspects, personally and fiscally.
Information we are receiving from the Archdiocese:  It will be months before any priest decisions would be made.  There is no guarentee a permanent priest will be assigned to us.  It will be difficult, but there is to be no comparing between a new priest and Father Elgar. 
 

The main contacts for updating current information will be:
*The Parish Bulletin - maintained by Nancy Unger
*The Parish Website - maintained by Amy Lemke
*The Parish Phone is checked daily. Any meassages can be left there. - maintained by Carol Weiers
                   Although things can change throughout the week the Union Hill news will still appear in local news papers. - maintained by Edna Weiers

Steps are being taken to secure all parish records in a safe location.
 

To ease in the organization of visitng priests there are now liturgy planners to make sure people are scheduled and know what to do each weekend.  Diane Weckman is the main liturgy planner.  She is the contact for St. Benedict and Amy Lemke is the contact for St. John.  There will be new volunteer requests for servers, lectors, ushers, Eucharistic ministers, among some "behind the scene" tasks.   There is a group that will be better organizing the current way things are done.
 

Announcements
There are no church closings now.  Please be careful of any rumors you hear! 
 

Please attend the St. John Parish Breakfast on Sunday, March 7th, 2010 at the KC Hall in New Prague.

The Archdiocese Catholic Services Appeal started.  Everyone must do their responsible part in being involved with this fundraiser!!!
 

Another parish council meeting will be conducted in March.
