As told by Deacon Bob Wagner--

Dated 12/5/10

There are 3 pages to this announcement of decisions.

The last Mass at St. Benedict's will be on January 16th. 

Planning for that Mass will need to begin soon. Fr. Klaers will be the celebrant and Fr. Dave the concelebrant of the Mass. At the closing of the Mass, we will process (via cars and trucks) with a sacred symbol to be decided to St. Scholastica where we will be received into the church by their community. The sacred symbol will then be placed in the sanctuary. Since Benedict was the older brother of Scholastica, perhaps the statue of Benedict on the high altar of St. Benedict could be placed in prominence alongside that of his sister in the sanctuary. The stations of the cross of St. Benedict are highly cherished by the parishioners of St. Benedict. There will be a need to move them to one of the two remaining churches.






                    Parishioners of St. Benedict & new registration:  You will not need to register if you attend either St. John, St. Scholastica, or St. Wenceslaus. While the worship site of St. Benedict Church will be closed, the parish continues as one of the 5 churches merged into the new parish. The only time parishioners of St. Benedict need to register with a parish is if they choose to belong to some other parish not part of our merger.

The Parish Priest: Fr. Dave Barrett will be the parish priest (reporting to Fr. Kevin Clinton, pastor) for St. Scholastica and St. John beginning January 22nd. For all practical purposes, Fr. Dave will be the pastor of our parishes.
New Mass Times for our parishes beginning January 23, 2011 will be:

            8 am at St. Scholastica           10 am at St. John's
 The Sat 8:15 pm Mass at St. John's from November - April, St. Scholastica from May - October.

Church envelopes for all 4 church sites will continue to be used.  Parishioners of St. John, St. Scholastica, and St. Wenceslaus can go to any Mass at either site and place their envelope in the collection. That envelope will be returned to the parishioner's church. St. Benedict parishioners are urged to continue to use their envelopes. When they place their envelope in the collection at Mass, their contribution will go to that particular church site.

New Trustees for the new parish being formed are Rob Schoenbauer (St. Wenc) and Carol Weiers (St. Benedict, St. John, and St. Scholastica).
New name for the new parish:  not immediately but soon a process will be put in place by which all parishioners can suggest a new name for the new parish.  Obviously, the name has to refer to Jesus Christ, or a saint of the Church. Once we have reached a consensus on possibly 6 names, those names will be submitted to the Archbishop, who will select the new name.  Under Canon law, until the new name is chosen by the Archbishop, any official documents from the new parish will still bear the name of St. Wenceslaus, which is considered canonically, the receiving parish. Once, a new name is selected, that name will be filed both legally and canonically, and, a new parish seal will be issued.

NEW Parish finance committee and Parish pastoral council - a new overall parish finance committee and parish pastoral council will be appointed representing all the merged communities. Term limits to be determined.  The majority of the work will be done by the sub-councils.  The overall parish pastoral council and finance council will meet from time to time.

Two sub-parish pastoral councils:  Under the new parish pastoral council, two sub-parish pastoral councils will be appointed, one for St. Wenc, and, the other for the combined parishes of St. Benedict, St. Scholastica, and, St. John. Term limits to be determined.

Parish finance council: Under the new parish finance council, two sub-parish pastoral councils will be appointed, one for St. Wenc, and, the other for the combined parishes of St. Benedict, St. Scholastica, and, St. John.  Council members will be appointed based on their recommendations by and with the Transitional Leadership Coordinating Committee. 

Parishes will operate as a cluster… on January 1, all 5 parishes will be merged legally and canonically into one new parish, economically and pastorally, the parishes will operate as a cluster, with the churches of St. Scholastica, St. Benedict, and St. John responsible for the pastoral and economic operations of their sites, and, the church of St. Wenceslaus responsible for the pastoral and economic operation of its site.

Checking and Savings accounts:  St. John and St. Scholastica and St. Benedict will remain separate until the end of the fiscal year, June 30, 2011. Beginning the new fiscal year, July 1, 2011 they will be merged together as one. The assets of St. Benedict will remain restricted so that any continuing expenses of St. Benedict Church (utilities, insurance, maintenance, etc) can be paid from those restricted accounts.

Budget:  It is critical that the finances of the churches of St. John, St. Scholastica, and St. Benedict are transparent to the parishioners of our communities. This will be a new phenomena for all 3 parishes, not done in the past, but important so that parishioners know what the expenses will be in keeping our faith communities operational. Hopefully, this will provide an increased sense of ownership for all parishioners. A budget will be based on the calendar year, rather than the fiscal year.

Sacramental Records: By canon law, all the sacramental records of St. Scholastica, St. John, St. Benedict, and, St. Joseph will be moved to St. Wenceslaus, where the corporate offices of the new parish are located. Sacramental inquires, for example, copies of baptismal certificates etc will need to be addressed to the St. Wenceslaus site. The parish seals of all our parishes will be not be destroyed, but kept in the archives of the Archdiocese.
