How we reached this point:
Below is a recap of the Archdiocese Planning Process.  This process was deemed necessary by Archbishop Nienstedt in 2009 for the long term viability of our Minneapolis-St. Paul Diocese.

Since we want to keep our website as current as possible we have now changed the Planning Process webpage to the TLCC webpage for your latest local merging changes.
PLANNING PROCESS DECISIONS ARE ANNOUNCED:
 (11/19/10) 

CLICK ON THIS LINK TO SEE THE FULL CATHOLIC SPIRIT ARTICLE
http://thecatholicspirit.com/archdiocese/archdiocese-planning-process/archbishop-modifies-two-of-14-original-mergers/
 
In the New Prague area merger involving St. Benedict, St. John the Evangelist, St. Joseph, St. Scholastica, St. Thomas and St. Wenceslaus, St. Thomas is removed from the merger and will, instead, merge with St. Anne in LeSueur. The other details of the St. Wenceslaus merger remain the same: the remaining four parishes will merge into St. Wenceslaus, and the St. John the Evangelist, St. Scholastica, and St. Wenceslaus buildings are identified to remain open. New decrees for the New Prague area merger and the new merger of St. Thomas and St. Anne were issued.
 

(10/26/10) 
It is within 30 days to get a yes or no to the proposed adjustment to the Archdiocese Planning Decision.  That puts us waiting at the latest until Nov. 20th.  We can hear any time before then.
 
(10/25/10)
ATTENDING THE MEETINGS ON TUESDAY AND WEDNESDAY ARE CRUCIAL IF YOU WANT TO KEEP UP WITH CURRENT INFORMATION
As of Monday night these are 2 options we are waiting to hear from the Archdiocese on:
#1:  Announcement of merging 6 parishes to be done by 1/1/11:
St. Benedict, St. John, St. Joseph, St. Scholastica & St. Wenceslaus
#2:  Proposed adjustment accepted which includes:
5 merging parishes by 1/1/11- St. Benedict, St. John, St. Joseph, St. Scholastica, & St. Thomas 
which includes clustering this "new" parish with St. Wenceslaus (by 6/1/11)
 
(10/21/10)
A proposed adjustment was brought forward by Father Clinton & Deacon Bob to merge St. John, St. Scholastica, St. Thomas, St. Benedict, & St. Joseph while clustering 
St. Wenceslaus, St. John & St. Scholastica.
 (10/16/10)
The long & short of it is St. Thomas, St. Scholastica, St. John, & St. Benedict have all been merged with 
St. Wenceslaus as one parish with 3 open sites:  St. John, St. Scholastica, & St. Wenceslaus.
  The decree from the Archbishop states that the date that all this becomes effective is January 1st, 2011.
Fr. Clinton was appointed pastor of St. John & St. Benedict as of September 21st (along with other appointments of priests throughout the Archdiocese).
There will be future meetings as we all will figure out & understand how this will unfold over the coming months.
Pulpit announcements are being made at Sunday masses also.
THERE ARE NO SUDDEN CHANGES TO ANY PARISHES - MASS SCHEDULES GO ON AS USUAL.
~~Deacon Bob 

http://planning.archspm.org/
This is the main link to the Archdiocese Planning Process website.
Please take the time to explore the different areas of information on their site!!!
 

http://planning.archspm.org/wp-content/uploads/Strategic-Plan-long-rev.pdf
This is the link to the booklet that was handed out at Sunday's masses.
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Be an ACTIVE part in your parish!!!  Watch for & attend local meetings, discuss any thoughts or ideas with anyone in the parish, and (most important) attend mass.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Here is our very own parishes' bulletin excerpts put together by Deacon Bob.

http://stjohnstbenedict.com/Documents/From%20Deacon%20Bob%20Process%20Planning%20Jun-Jul%202010.docx
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The information below is only some of the info that has been given.  
(There is much more to view if you use the link above.)
2010 updated Q & A 
http://planning.archspm.org/pdf/QandASpring2010LeadershipCompiledFINAL.pdf
  

Statistics:
http://www.archspm.org/planningprocess/pdf/FINAL%20Bulletin%20Insert%20Vol%20%203%20Key%20Facts.pdf
 

 

Opening Letter by Archbishop Nienstedt:
http://www.archspm.org/planningprocess/pdf/Archbishop's%20Article%20on%20the%20Planning%20Process%20-%20Volume%201%20(April,%202009).pdf
 

7 Principles
1. Full sacramental ministry 
2. Competent pastoral leaders 
3. Special concern for the needs of the poor, marginalized, and immigrant 
4. Every parish will be involved in this discussion 
5. Every parish will be expected to evaluate their own resources and adjust accordingly 
6. Catholic school support and inclusion in the planning process 
7. Respect, patience and honesty in all discussions to build on strengths
