The 93-year-old heart of
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to Elgar at his Mass of Christian Burial held at St.

was so damaged by his January t@art attack that Wenceslaus Church in New Prague, Minnesota.

he was not able to overcome the congestive heart
failure. He had received the Sacrament of Anointin@FM presided

Representing Sacred Heart Province, Bob Sieg

and preached at the funeral

of the Sick three times during his hospitalization, thérchbishop Emeritus Harry Flynn and Auxiliary
final time from Auxiliary Bishop Lee Piche of the Bishop Lee Piche were present in the sanctuary.

Archdiocese of St. Paul. He wag
able to celebrate the Sacrame
of Reconciliation with the
hospital chaplain. He was
accompanied in his final journe
by his guardian, Bob Gros
OFM.

Elgar’s doctor said that he
would no longer be able tg
celebrate Mass in the futur
because of his weakene
condition; so he said, “Then
I'm ready to go.” He set his
sights on welcoming Siste
Death. He discontinued furthe
treatment. He received onl
comfort care. On January 2€
2010, Elgar died with serenit
and with fulfillment.

After almost 44 years o

serving the people of St. John the Baptist Parish iglgar's life. Bob concluded,
Union Hill, Minnesota, and of St. Benedict's Parishfriend, a brother.

Realizing that the “souls of
the just are in the hands of God”
(Wis 3:1-6,9), that the faithful
have confidence that “we have a
dwelling provided for us by God”
(1 Cor 5:1,6-10), and that the one
“who feeds on this bread [of life]
shall live for ever” (Jn 6:51-58),
those present for the funeral were
guided by Bob Sieg OFM to see
this reality played out in Elgar’s
life and ministry.

With his gifts of storytelling
and humor, Bob made clear
Elgar's love for family and
parishioners, for Jesus and his
Mother, for the Eucharist, and his
desire to share this love to all he
met. Bob highlighted how the
Eucharist was the center of
“We lost a priest, a
His body is gone, but his spirit is

nearby, Elgar was brought back to St. John’s to lie ialive into eternal life.”

state. The conclusion to the visitation was a wake

After the Mass

representatives of the two

service on Friday evening on January 29, 2010, gharishes presented eulogies. One remarked that Elgar
which Eugene Michel OFM presided. “steered our lives, taught us to be thankful, set
The Word of God was proclaimed, a reflectionexamples for us, and took time to make sure we had
was made, and some personal memories were sharbthss and Communion.”
indicating Elgar’s love for God and his people and his  The other indicated that “what a man loves is
stern exterior covering a tender heart. One&vhere he spends his time.” For Elgar it was praying
parishioner related that, before he would go to thkis rosary or his breviary. God was always there for
hospital after his heart attack, he made sure that H¥gar, and Elgar was always there for his people.
people would have Mass and the Eucharist while he After the Final Commendation the funeral
was gone. cortege traveled passed St. Benedict Church on its
The next day, January 30, an estimated 1,000ay to the cemetery across the street from St. John
people, two bishops, over a dozen concelebratingpe Evangelist Church in Union Hill where Bishop
priests, and a group of Franciscan friars bid fareweRiche led the committal prayers.
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