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ST. SCHOLASTICA CHURCH 

Heidelberg
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST
Union Hill
Father Dave:  952 758-0469, Cell: 651 470-0970,  dave.barrett@saintwenceslaus.org
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Deacon Bob Wagner Cell: 612-703-0808, bob.wagner@saintwenceslaus.org

St. John’s Parish Office:  952-758-4642   School Hall Rental – Patty Giesen – 952-758-3008

Bulletin email: st.scholastica.heidelberg@gmail.com. Web Site:  www.stjohnstbenedict.com 
Parish Prayer Chain – Jacki Henle 952-758-3465, Noreen Giesen 952-758-2608, 
Janice Hartman 492-6927
	Eucharistic Celebrations:


Tuesday, January 3


8:00 am
St. Scholastica 
For People of the Parish
Wednesday, January 4
      4:30 pm
St. John’s
For Edmund Pint Family
Saturday, January 7

8:15 pm
St. John’s
For People of the Region
Sunday, January 8                

8:00 am
St. Scholastica
For People of the Parish

10:00 am
St. John’s 
For +Viola Weiers
Confessions:   Wednesdays
5:00 pm - 5:30 pm
 at St. John’s
Bible Study – Next Bible Study February 21, 2012
	Scripture Lesson:


Mary, the Holy Mother of God


January 1 is the oldest celebration of Mary in the Catholic Church. The custom of honoring the Virgin on the first day of the New Year originates in the sixth century, when her celebration was tied to the octave day of Christmas, the eighth day after December 25. In doing so, ancient preachers would remind their congregations about the role that Mary played in the history of salvation. Jesus was born of a woman, and so, as Eucharistic Prayer 4 states, "Made incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, he shared our human nature in all things but sin." The human nature of Christ is rooted in his being born like us. As we round out the Christmas celebration with its Octave Day on January 1, we venerate the woman who gave birth to him.


There is a dual action in today's Gospel that is sometimes overlooked. The shepherds find the infant in the manger as has been told to them by the angel. And then they go out to tell others about the child. In the meantime, Mary reflects on all these things in her heart. These are the two complementary stances of the Christian: action and reflection. Both are needed for a balanced spiritual life. It is, in effect, putting into practice the two great commandments: love God and love your neighbor.


As we begin the New Year, it is customary to make resolutions: to diet, to exercise, to change something in one's life. Like Mary, who reflected on the events surrounding the birth of her child, we take some time to reflect on our own lives: where we have been, and where we are going. The Gospel gives us the opportunity to situate that reflection in a spiritual context. What does the birth of Jesus mean for me spiritually (reflection), and what do I intend to do about that in my daily life (action)?
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	Letter from Father Dave:


Special Thanks

Once again I was blown away by the beauty of Christmas.  We still have Mary, Mother of God and Epiphany to celebrate and I look forward to it.  We are blessed with beautiful music at both sites and can’t wait to hear more music of the Christmas season.  The music was excellent for the Christmas Eve and day liturgies.  I was happy with the people who did ministries.  We even had 8 servers at the 11:00 pm Mass, wow that was great.  The decorations were fabulous making the Christmas liturgies a beautiful success.

I was so touched by all the cards and gifts I received.  Thank you so much for thinking of me.  Any recognition at all was very much appreciated.  Gift or no gift, many of you have included me in your lives.  I will do my best to serve you with the sacraments and help to lead us all to Jesus Christ who saves us.

I am very grateful for the religious education program at St. John.  What a wonderful Christmas that was.  Our teachers do a good job with helping our students grow in the faith.  I really enjoy the students and try to visit often.  I marvel at how dedicated these teachers are and I thank them for all their good work.

Next time you get to St. Scholastica look for someone new in the sanctuary.  The large St. Benedict that came from the high altar of St. Benedict Church has joined his twin sister St. Scholastic in a place of honor in her Church.  The statues have new sturdy pedestals that wonderfully match the high altar that were graciously donated.  A crew of strong men moved the statues at various times as needed to complete the project.  A big thank you to all involved.

Christmas is a season of giving and gratitude.  Thank you for being a part of the Western Catholic Community.  You are an amazing group of people and I am humbled to be your shepherd. 

	Parish News and Events:


A Memorial Blood Centers blood drive will be held on Wednesday, January 4, from 1 – 6:30 p.m. The drive will be held at Queen’s Court, 311 Columbus Avenue North in New Prague, directly across from the hospital. Call 758-8190 for an appointment.  All blood products used at our hospital come from Memorial Blood Centers. It’s about life.

	Faith Formation:


Faith Formation  class is January 4, 2012 from 6:45 to 7:45.

	Bulletin Changes:


On January 8, 2012, there will be a new combined bulletin for the three area churches.  All information will now be consolidated into one larger bulletin.  The Western Parish information will no longer be an extra insert.  Information for the Western Catholic Churches should continue to be submitted to st.scholastica.heidelberg@gmail.com. You do not need to send to St. Wenceslaus for inclusion as well.   I (Karen Odenthal) will collate all of the information for our parish and will send it to be published weekly.   All items will need to be submitted to the e-mail box by Friday at noon so I can turn it in by Monday for the next week’s bulletin.  Plan to submit information two weeks in advance to make sure it makes it in for printing for the week you need.

 Today is the last bulletin that will be produced separately for the western churches.    
Submit bulletin items for the January 15 bulletin by Friday at noon, January 6.   
	St. Scholastica 8:00 am
	Lector
	Eucharistic Minister
	Servers
	Gift Bearer Family

	January 8
	Billy Odenthal
	Ken Odenthal

Ted Odenthal

Amy Gliszinski
	Jenna Weiers

Amber Glisczinski
	Ted Odenthal Family

	St. John’s  10:00 am
	Lector
	Eucharistic Minister
	Servers
	Gift Bearer Family

	January 8
	Jonila Weiers
	Charlene Skluzacek

Amy Lemke
	Allison Holden

Anna Holden

Nick Knutson

Abby Knutson
	Richard & Gert Meger

	St. John’s  Sat 8:15 pm
	Lector
	Eucharistic Minister
	Servers
	

	January 7
	Mary Carol Wolf
	Angie Schneider
	Megan Gliszinski

Mallory Glisczinski

	St. John’s Church Cleaning 
	January 7, 2012
	Anne Schroeder, Kathy Schweiss, Marlene Seurer, Karen Witt
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Readings for the Week of January 1, 2012


Sunday:	Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21


Monday:	1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28


Tuesday:	1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Jn 1:29-34


Wednesday:	1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42


Thursday:	1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51


Friday:	1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38


Saturday:	1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 2:1-11











